A SHORT DISCOYRSE, 


Evincing 


| NECESSARILY BY 


TEN SEVERALL SOLID: 
AND SVBSTANTIALL ARGVMENTS, 


That the Churchwardens & Sidemen of England 
can not execute their places (according to that 
Oath which they take at their admittance into 
theic Office) without 1 God 

and that in a very high nature. 


Exod. 20. 7. 
Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy 
God in -vame: for the Lord will not bold him 
guiltleſſe that taketh his Name in Vaine. 


Jerem. 4. 2. 


Thou ſhalt ſweare, The Lord liveth, in Truth , in 
Indgment , and in Righteonſnes. 


Levit. 19. 12. 


Toa (hall FP | ely ; neither ſhalt thou 
—— N, 2 x Par oppor : 


Heb, 6. 16. | 
An Oath for confirmation is amongſt men an end of all ſtrife. 
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THECHVRCH-WARDENS 
AND SIDE-MEN OF ENGLAND 
can not execute their places (according to that 
Oath which they take at their admittance into 
their office) without ſinning againſt God, 
and that in a very high nature. 


Hey muſt make their preſentments to the Biſhops 
Courts: in doing whereof they yphold , as much 
as in them lycth , that eut ſed Hierarchy , which is a maine 
limme of that man of ſinne devoted to deſtruction , 
which every man in his place ſhould helpe to tuinate 
with all his might, Revel. 18. 2. 6. Now to haue an 
hand in the ſupporting of thoſe locdly Prelats, which 
rob Chriſt of his Kingly authority, and in ſtead of his 
regall Scepter putarecde into his hand ; and to be tho 
meanes of keeping out of our Church Chriſts owne 
/officers and ordinances , and of the cotinuing of ſuch 
Offices , and officers , and ordinances amongſt vs , as 
Chtiſt, the ſole King and Lawgiver of his Church ne- 
yer appointed nor approued for the ruling and gouer- 
ning of his Charches , is a flatt breach of the ſecond 
commandement , and a manifeſt complying with thoſe 
rebels, Luk. 19. 14. 

2 They muſt of neceſſitie be guiltie of horrible 
perjury , vnleſſe they preſent the whole Congregation , 
and every particular perſon in it ; they being all and cuery 
one of them delinquents againſt one Article or an o- 
ther. Now ſuch a generall preſentment , without na- 
ming particulars, the Articles allow not, nor will it be ad- 
mitted in their Courts, And the yſuall manner, as we 

Eknov, in thoſe preſentments, is, to ſingle out ſome few, 
and to conniue at the reſt. Wherein how theſe ſwot ne 
men can diſpenſe with that oath which they haue ta- 
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Keri, for tiy patt (I profeſſe ingenuouſly) I can not ſee? 
If chat be not a raking of Gods name in yaine , and a moſt 
fearefull abuſing of it, I know not what is. Thus they 
tranſgreſſe the third commandement in a high degree, 

3 They muſt preſent their Faithfull Miniſter for the 
bare omiſſion of ſuch things as ate diawerrally and di- 
rectly conttary to the word of God, ſome of which 
ate forbidden in the letter of the Morall Law, as name» 
ly the Croſſe , and Swrplice : which, by the docttine of out 
Church, being ſignificant Ceremonies, appointed to teach 
by myſticall ——— are either parts ot meanes of 
Gods worſhip, which no man may pre ſume to deviſe, but 
they muſt bee of divine Inſlitution, or elſe they are naught, 
Exod. 20 4. Tho ſhalt not make to thy ſelfe, &c. And 
thus they breake the fift commandement , by being inſtru» 
ments of the cauſeles trouble and diſgrace of their paine- 
full Paſtour, whom they ate bound to honor, 1 Tim, 5, 
17. and 1 Theſſ. . 13. 

4 They expoſe by their preſentments both Mini- 
ſter and people to the will and pleaſme of an vngodly 
¶ hauncellor and Commiſſary , whole mercyes they —— 
to be cruelty. Thoſe mereilcs Prelats ( being mighty 
hunters ) having got into their clutches their poote 
brethren, purſue thiem with all eagetnes, and doe what 
they can to draw out, oi at [caſt to dry vp their blood. 
And thus theſe officers in our congregations are guiltic of 
the breach of the ſixth commandement. 

They rob the Subject of a great part of their wealth, 
and bring in a maſſe of money to chot: idle bellies, which 
are all naught from the Pope to the Apparitor. It is true 
the Prelats purſe the money; bur our Church Officers by 
theſe their preſentments, make themſelues acceſſary to 
that horrible and intolerable theft committed in the fight 
of the Sun at noone day, ditectly againſt the eight com- 
wmandement. ; 

6 They muſt preſent as faults many thirgs which 
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they know to be none, as namely ,. the. Miniſters not wen: 
ring the. Surpleſſe accorging to tho Canon, bis not vſing 
the Croſſe in Baptiſme , bu omitting of any pert of the 
books of Cammon prayer i the peoples not kneeling in the act 
of eating and drinking at the Lords table, and Ihe reeding 
of the ten commandements,& not cronching and cringing at the 
name of leſs. And by preſenting theſe omilſions as offen- 
ces, they profeſle plainly , that they hold the doing of the 
faid things to be the duties both of their Miniſter and 
of the people; wheras they know, or at leaſt w iſe, if they 
were willing tobe informed , they might caſilj Khow, 
that they can not be done without inne againſt God. 
Thus they call evil good , and good cvill, darkenes light, 
and light darkenes, bitter ſweete , and ſweete bitter, and fo 
make themſelues liable to that feateſull woe, //a 5, 20, 
Thus alſo they wake themſclues teſpaſſers againſt the 
ninth commande ment, in beatiyg falſe W. tues aga nſt theic 
neighbour, and ageinſt the truth it ſeſfe. 

7 They muſt preſent their chriſtian brother, for not 
doing ſundry things whereof they Know hee maketh 
ſcruple, and which they are wel aſſured he can not yeeld 
to with the peace of a good conlcicnce; as, in partly 
cular , for not knecling at the Sacrament : which many 
good chriſtians , vpon very good grounds, take to be a 
thing either ſimp'y vnlawſnll , or at leaſt of ſuch evill 
teport , that a man fearing Gud ſhould nor eaſily bee 
brought to vſe it, Phil. 4 8. wherein theſe officers doe 
walke very vncharitably. For by this their preſenting 
their poore brethren they cauſe them many times ta 
vſe that geſture contrary to their ſcruple, and ſo they 
deſtroy thoſe for whom Chriſt dyed , Row. 14.15. And thus 
they make themſelues guilty of ſoule murther, which is 
a foule and a crying ſinne , and the moſt featefull murther 
that can be. | 

$ They muſt preſent poore people, which withour 
their daily labour in their callings ſcarſe haue bread to 
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re. luto thcit mouthes , aud are yiterly ynable other- 


wiſc to telieve theic families, for o their ſhops 
vpon an holy day, as they terme it, and wer for com- 
ming to Church every one of thoſe idle dayes;z where- 
as the Lord faith expreſly , fixe deyes ſhalt thin labowr , 
Exed. 20 9. And thus cauſe men to he evill intrea- 


ted for -well doing, and expoſe them to a —.— 
their 


of trouble, arid to puniſhment for dpiug duty. 
Wherein they are very injurious to the Commonweale , 
by -increafing the number of the poore » and . 
poorer ſuch as by Gods bleſſing vpon their labour 
indeavours might bee able to liue comfortably them» 
ſelucs, and be helpefull ro others : which; to ſpeake 
plaincly , is no better then to rob the FFitle. 
They muſt preſent their neeteſt and deareſt freind, 

If he let but a word fall againſt the governement of the 
Church by Archbiſhops and Biſhops , and the reſt of that 
Romiſh rabble : which Lordly Prelats every one that 
hath but halfe an eye may plainely ſee, and muſt needes 
confclle to be the ſhame and bane of our Church and 
Commonwealth; and being plants, which our heayen- 
ly Father meyer planted, they muſt be rooted vp, Mat. 15. 
13. Wherein every man is bound to helpe the Lord 
againſt thoſe mightie ones, vnleſſe he will incurte that 
bittet curſe thundred out by the Angell of the Lord a- 
gainſt the inhabitants of Merox, Iudg, 3. 23. 

10 They muſt preſent their Miniſter, if hee reade 
not in the congregation the Canons once euery yeare z 
if he admit any ſtrangers to the Communion 3 if hee 
ſuffer the Father to be at the Font at the time of the 
Baptiſing of bis childe, which the article calleth bein 
Godfather to his owne childe; and for a number of ack 
like fopperies. Why doe theſe range lords require to 
haue ſuch ſtrange and vncouth things preſented to'thefx 
Conrts? will they needes fer their threſhold by Gods 
thichhoild , and their poſt by his poſtes, E ck. 43.8. And 

, muſt 
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| muſt che Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſtes be the He- 
- rauldto 1 and to the lc their gods 


lefſe Conſtitutions ? And if no ſtrangers 


1 may be admitted to the communian, what ſhall become 


h as are by ſutes in lav, and other occõ,n¹̊s, kept 
-moneths together from their o ne Pariſhes ? And 


In whatacaſe are they, whoſe Patiſh · churches ate ſome 


yeares either repairing or new building ? Is there a ne- 
ceſſitie that they ſhall all that while bee kept from the 
Lords tabie ? And who is ſo fiit to make profefliou of 
that faith into which the child is to bee Baptiſcd, and 
to vndettake for the bringing of the childe vp in the 
faith and feate of the Lord, as the owne father? But 
the particularities of this kinde are ſo many and fo 
groſſe, that if they ſhould be ſcycrally examined , there 
would be no end. 

Aud therefore it behooyeth every man, as he will anſwere 


. it to the Lord leſus Chriſt , at that great and dreadfull day of 


his ring , to ſhunnethoſe Antichriſtian offices, and to 
keepe — free from that abominable and execrable oath, 
by which men binde themſelues to do the Works of the Devill, 
Who is the Accuſer of the brethren. 


2. Tim. 2-7. 
Conſider What I ſay > and the Lord git thee vnderian- 
* = ding inallthings. 
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THAT THE PRELATES GIVE A 
morall operation to their rites and ceremo- 
nies, and the Papiſts doe no more, ſee for this 
theſc argum. following, extracted out of Dr. 
Ames his freſh ſuite againſt buman ceremonies. 

| Hat ever is a meane any manner of way 
V ordained, to bring in divine worſhip, 


and to carythe mynd and heart to God in that: 


is ſo morally efficacious, as the Papiſts require, 
and ſo as our Divines condemne it, Nay if it be 
by teaching , and {tering towatds theſe ſuperna- 
turall works, as Gods ſpirituall worſhip : Its that 


which the Lord condemnes in images, which 


tell lyes, its that which the Lord threatens I{a.29. 
13. that his feare is taught, according to mens 
commaunds. And this kynd of efficacy our 
Cerem. have by their inſtitution as they are ap- 
pointed, and enjoined to be uſed. The preface to 
the book of common Prayer, diſcovering the 
intendement of the impoſers, hath theſe words: 
guc h are retained , which are apt to ftirr up the dull 
m;nd of man to the remembrance of his duty to God, by 


ſome notable and ſpeciall ſignification, wherby he might - 


be adifyed, 

2. Theſe Cerem. which are of the ſame kynd, 
and homogeneal with the ſignificative part of the 
actions in the Sacrament , they may be ſaid, to 
have a reall and true efficacy of teaching, and ſo 
be a work of proper worſhip: becauſe that part 
of the Sacrament, which is placed in ſignification. 
js ſo : but theſe ceremonies are homogentcall, and 
; of like 
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in ſubggdination to help forward morall 
duties, then their uſe is unlawfull, but 
when they are unprofitable, then they are 
not in ſubordination to help forward the 
morall. Ergo. 
6. That which croſſeth the place and office of 
the govetnour, that he muſt nor doe or 
maintaine : but to enjoine a thing unpro- 
fitable is againſt his office and place. for his 
office is to rule for our good, Rom. 13. 4. 
but unprofitable things are not ſo. Ergo. 
7. That which the Magiſtrate can commaund 
or maintaine in the Church, he muſt doe 
by virtue of ſome precept: That which is 
done by virtute of a precept, will be avayle- 
able to bring about that end, whereof 
there is a precept, but unproficable things 
cannot attaine that end: Ergo cannot be 
done by virtue of a precept : ergo, are not 
nnder the commaund of a magiſtrate, i 


